MATUL 508 Education Centre Development (Elective)
(6credits)

Course Purpose
This one of two elective courses where students can focus on specific interventions in the areas of health or education which improve the lives of slum dwellers. This course offers analysis of schooling provision within slums with a focus on developing and improving preschool, elementary, and technical schools in the slums as integral to the work of urban poor churches. The course is a six credit course with significant engagement in a community based education programme. 

Course Outcomes: by the end of the course students will be able to
Cognitive
1. Critically evaluate the role, purpose and practice of education in Christian mission
2. Articulate the different ways of learning appropriate to age and cognitive development
3. Understand the practical and legal implications of establishing an educational provision in a slum or informal settlement.
Affective
4. Demonstrate a commitment to advancing the educational opportunities present in marginalized urban communities.
Skills
5. Reliably assess the educational needs and resources of slum communities
6. Establish or strengthen educational programmes which serve slum communities

Course Content
Course introduction including introduction to key concepts; Education in the African context – traditional and western models of education; Education and Christian mission; How children learn – processes of learning in childhood development; How adults learn – critical evaluation of adult learning models including problem posing education; Assessing educational needs and resources in a slum community; Gender and access to education; Establishing urban educational programmes including vocational training; Education and the law in Kenya; Advocacy or service provision – developing strategies for access to education in the city; evaluating educational programmes and benchmarking standards.

Teaching methodology:
This will include 14 weeks of classroom based learning and a further 40 hours of mentored community involvement in an educational programme within a slum.  Classroom based learning will include discussions, exercises, videos; case studies; media; role plays; lectures. Active participation of all students is encouraged. 

Instructional materials/equipment: 
White board markers, White board, LCD Projector, Lap top, Videos, Flip Charts, Posters, Newspaper cuttings

Student Assessment:  
Through a written integrated project of 3,000 words, a critical learning journal, and a project design, based on local research, for developing a community based educational programme. These projects will be part of the continuous assessment and will be marked out of 60 and the exam out of 40.
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